
 

 
 

 

Requirements to Build a Home on a Vacant Lot 
 

Thank you for your interest in purchasing a vacant lot from the Lucas County Land Bank to build a new 
home!  Working together, we can work to put vacant land to a higher and better use. Before we move forward 
with selling you a lot to build a new home, you will need to work through the steps below and provide us with 
basic documentation for your project.   
 
1. Assemble a development team. 

 You will need a development team to build your new home. Tell us who will be on your development 

team. Essential members of your development team will include: 
o Licensed Home Builder (responsible for overseeing completion of the project, supervising 

major systems contractors like HVAC, electric and plumbing, and pulling all permits). 
o Architect (to complete architectural drawings and conceptual renderings). 
o Attorney (to assist with legal matters). 

 
2. Create your building plans. 

 You will need to provide us with conceptual renderings showing what your home will look like. 

 You will need to submit a “site plan” to the Toledo-Lucas County Plan Commission, which would 

include these architectural drawings and rendering. The Plan Commission will need to approve your 
site plan before work can begin. 

 A Certificate of Zoning Compliance will be required - you must ensure that the property is zoned for 
the type of home you will build. Otherwise, you will need to obtain a zoning change through the 
Toledo-Lucas County Plan Commission. 

 Information on permits and zoning compliance for projects located within the City of Toledo can be 

found at https://permits.toledo.oh.gov.  
 

3. Provide a project budget. 

 You will need to provide a project budget. The budget will include your total project expenses along 
with an itemized list of project costs (ex: roof, HVAC, plumbing, electrical).  
 

4. Demonstrate your project funding. 

 You will need to show your sources of funding for the budget, and demonstrate that you have access 
to the funding needed to complete the entire development project. 

 Potential funding sources include: 
o Cash on-hand (documented through account statements or bank letters). 
o A construction loan or other loan financing (documented through a preliminary approval letter 

for a loan). 
 

5. Plan out your construction timeline. 

 Work with your development team to create a timeline for the construction project (ex: 180 days). 

 
 

 Still have questions? Please contact the Land Bank’s office at 419-213-4293 during regular 
business hours. 
 

 Still need to find a lot to build on? Explore available sites at: 
https://lucascountylandbank.org/services/build  


